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LOFTUS / FRITZEL 

Block 30,  Lot 3  De Smet Cemetery 

 

 The main marker has Loftus on the side facing east and Fritzel on the side facing west. Buried here are Daniel H. 
Loftus (1853-1921), Kate C. Loftus (1857-1923), Helen Loftus Fritzel (185-1919). Also Helen’s husband Carl C. 
Fritzel (1883-1947), his second wife Alice Etta Douglas Fritzel (1889-1972), their son Dale C. Fritzel (1924-1991), 
and son Lloyd E. Fritzel (1926-1984) 

 
 

he Loftus Store and Daniel Loftus figure prominently in The Long Winter, as it is Mr. Loftus who is 
said to finance the Hard Winter wheat run made by Almanzo Wilder and Cap Garland, then over-

charges the starving townspeople for the wheat until Charles Ingalls steps in and makes him be 
reasonable. The February 24, 1881, Kingsbury County News reported that “the first grist of wheat was 
ground in De Smet on the 5th, by Dan Loftus. Dan makes a fine miller.”  
 Newspaper articles in 1886 from Aubrey Sherwood’s files reported that C.T. Lamson negotiated 
for a $5 commercial coffee mill, fastening it to a drygoods box in D.H. Loftus’ store, and ground about a 
bushel of wheat per day during the blockade. He soon moved to the Exchange (Mead’s) Hotel, then to 
Fuller Brothers’, grinding wheat until the blockade was raised, “milling” about 50 bushels in all. 

T 

Block 3, west side of Calumet. Loftus building is third from right. 
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DANIEL HENRY LOFTUS 
Block 30, Lot 3  De Smet Cemetery 
March 9, 1853 – October 10, 1921; died at age 68 
 
Husband of Helen Katie (Cornwell) Loftus (1857-1923); 
married January 20, 1885. 
Father of Helen Maud (Loftus) Fritzel (1885-1919). 
 
 Dan Loftus was born in Scranton, Pennsylvania, March 
9, 1853, to Bridget and Patrick Loftus. His father was a miner, 
and Dan apprenticed as an iron moulder. 
 In 1879, Loftus was in Volga, working as a land agent; 
he soon followed the railroad to De Smet, arranging with Albert 
Keep to purchase Lot 19, Block 3. Daniel’s brother Patrick ran 
the railroad company store in Tracy, and was apparently his 

brother’s early partner in a general merchandise store in De Smet, then Clint Noyes, then William “Billy” 
Broadbent. Their general merchandise firm was known as Loftus & Broadbent until November 1, 1888, 
when Loftus bought out his partner. An 1892 promotion read: 
 

D.H. LOFTUS. Among the oldest as well as largest dealers in 
general merchandise in the town is D.H. Loftus. He 
commenced with the town, having located here in June 1880 
and has built up a large business. He carries stock in 
everything to be found in a first-class store, dry goods, 
groceries, boots and shoes, crockery, etc. 

 
Mr. Loftus was still working at the time of her husband’s death, 
with the store being taken over briefly by Mrs. Loftus. She sold it 
in late summer 1922 to Clifford Hammer of Volga. In 1926, the 
building was purchased by Madge Rodney, and she moved The 
Style Shop to the location, with Mr. Hammer moving next door 
to the Mallery Drug Store building (former Bradley Drugs). 
 

October 14, 1921. The De Smet NEWS. 
PIONEER MERCHANT IS LAID TO REST - Active in Retail Merchants Association Affairs 
Forty-Three Years’ Continuous Business life Closed with Death of D.H. Loftus 
 D.H. Loftus, pioneer merchant of De Smet, and a prominent citizen since 1879, died at 
his home here Monday.  Mr. Loftus had been in poor health for some time but his death was 
sudden and a shock to the community. He had been down at the store on Saturday and was not 
generally known to be in a critical condition. 
 Mr. Loftus was well known thruout the county and state after his many years in 
business. He was a member of the Retail Merchant’s association of the state, having been 
president, and a director for many years. He was also a member of the Minnesota association, 
and of the national, and was one of a group of about a hundred who formed an inner club of 
the national association, called the Asparagus Club. He was a member of the board of 
directors of the De Smet National bank since its organization and also of the board of 

Daniel H. Loftus 

1884 advertisement for Loftus & Broadbent 
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directors of the Union Savings Ass’n , Sioux Falls. He had been a member of the A.O.U.W. 
since 1887. 
 Born in Scranton, Pa., March 9, 1853, Daniel Henry Loftus grew to manhood in his 
native city. Beginning as an apprentice he learned the trade of an iron moulder, which later 
took him thru several western states, Colorado, New Mexico and California. 
 In the spring of 1879 Mr. Loftus came to De Smet and established a general 
merchandise store with his old chum, ‘Billy’ Broadbent, as a partner. He soon bot him out and 
this business was continued in the same building up to the time of his death, a period of forty-
three years. Thruout his lifetime as a merchant he carried the slogan, ‘The Quality Store’, and 
became widely known for the quality of the dress goods on his shelves. Beginning life with 
small means and little opportunity for education Mr. Loftus prospered financially and became 
very well read, the study of history especially interesting him 
 The home life of Mr. Loftus began with his marriage to Helen K. Cornwall, January 20, 
1885, at Rochester, Minn. One child, Helen Maude was born to them, dying January 6, 1919. 
Mr. and Mrs. Loftus lived a quiet, useful life and their home has always been one with an 
atmosphere of contentment and happiness. 
 Of a large family of brothers and sisters, but two sisters, Mrs. Riley, of Scranton, Pa., 
and Mrs. McDonald, of Binghamton, N.Y., survive their brother. 
 The funeral was held from the home Wednesday afternoon, Dean Edgar F. Siegfriedt, 
rector of Christ’s Church, Yankton, officiating, and the body was laid to rest beside that of his 
daughter in the De Smet cemetery. 
 Relatives and friends from a 
distance who attended the funeral of 
D.H. Loftus were: Mr. and Mrs. A.H. 
Cornwall of Watertown, Mrs. John 
Cornwall of Owatonna, Minn., 
Clifford Cornwall, Kenyon, Minn, 
Mrs. V.S.L. Owen, Minneapolis; Mr. 
and Mrs. F.W. Warring, Yankton; 
and Severt Johnson, Doland.  A.B. 
Borz, representing Marshall Field 
and Co., came at the request of his 
firm, of whom Mr. Loftus had been a 
customer for practically all the time 
he had been in business. 

  

Daniel H. Loftus / 1853 - 1921 
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HELEN KATHERINE “KATE” (CORNWELL) LOFTUS 
Block 30, Lot 3  De Smet Cemetery 
December 1, 1857 – September 20, 1923; died at age 65 
 
Wife of Daniel H. Loftus (1853-1921); married January 20, 1885. 
Mother of Helen Maud (Loftus) Fritzel (1885-1919). 
 

 
Helen Katherine “Kate” Cornwell was born in New 

Haven (Olmstead Co.) Minnesota, one of three children 
born to John H. Cornwell (1845-1915) and Mary Helen 
(Lettes) Cornwell (1845-1874). She had sister Maud (1870-
1934), and brothers Albert (1856-1941) and Roderick 
(1860-1915). By his father’s second wife, Georgia (Nelson) 
Cornwell, Kate had two half-siblings, Rex (1884-1933) and 
Clifford (born and died in 1888). John Cornwell was born 
in New York, but spent most of his life around Rochester, 
Minnesota. 

Kate came to Dakota Territory in 1881, preempting 
the NE 10-113-56 in Clark County. Her brother Albert and 
sister-in-law (Lovenia Garland Cornwell) also had claims 
in Clark County. She married Daniel Loftus on January 20, 
1885, in Rochester, Minnesota: 

 
January 31, 1885. The De Smet LEADER. 
Married. Loftus-Cornwell on Tuesday evening, 
January 13, 1885, at the Universalist parsonage in 

Rochester, Minn., Mr. Daniel H. Loftus of De Smet, S. Dak., to Miss Kate Cornwell, of 
Olmstead County, Minn. / One by one the veterans drop, and the ranks of the ancient bachelor 
brigade of De Smet are fast growing thin and straggling. Dan was a “stayer” but he has 
struck his colors and come over at last. Miss Cornwell has lived for some time in De Smet, and 
needs no introduction to our readers. They will begin housekeeping in the new house recently 
built and furnished by Mr. Loftus. In wishing them all the good that can be expressed, The 
Leader means as much as if it took up a column in saying it. It is needless to say that these 
popular young people will receive the good will of the entire community, and that, figuratively 
speaking, a whole shower of old shoes will be thrown after them. 

 
 Kate and Dan’s daughter, Helen Maud Loftus, was born in November 18, 1885. Mrs. Loftus was 
active in De Smet social life, mentioned frequently in connection with parties and events in town. 
 

September 21, 1923. The De Smet NEWS. 
The Passing of the Loftus Family. 
 The death of Mrs. D.H. Loftus recently marked the passing—all within a brief five 
years—of a family that had been established in De Smet since its earliest days. It is hard for us 
to realize that the Loftus family is gone; that the name connected with this city so long is wiped 
out. 

Daniel and Kate Loftus 
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 The only daughter, Helen Maude, died January 6, 1919, just a few months after she had 
become the bride of C.C. Fritzel. Her father died October 10, 1921, taken by ill health in the 
later prime of his life. And now Mrs. Loftus is gone. 
 The death of Mrs. Loftus means that there is no longer a “Loftus home” up on Second 
street. it has been there a long time, a quiet, restful sort of a home, where modern 
conveniences had been added without taking away any of the simple beauty of the old cottage. 
In her thots of passing, it seemed that Mrs. Loftus thot most of this fact—that the home would 
be “Loftus” no more, and it is said that she spoke of this some time ago, expressing a wish that 
someone would go into the house and live in it as her family had, keeping it as it was, getting 
the same quiet and genuine pleasure from it that they had. She asked Mrs. C.C. Fritzel if she 
would care to do that if the house were left to her and on her acceptance, she did leave the 
house to Mrs. Fritzel. 
 The Loftus family were mighty good for De Smet, and they will be missed as the years 
go by; often folks will turn again to think how quickly they passed from us, leaving none of 
their name to carry on.  

 
September 28, 1928. The De Smet News. 
Obituary of Mrs. D.H. Loftus.  
 Kate Cornwell Loftus was born on the 
first day of December, 1857, at New Haven, in 
the county of Olmstead, Minnesota, and there 
she spent her youth. She came to De Smet, S.D., 
in the year 1881, filing on a half section of 
government land in southern Clark county. On 
January 20, 1885, she was married to Daniel 
H. Loftus at De Smet, and the home they 
established in this city continued until her 
death. One child, Helen Maud, was born to 

them, passing away on January 9, 1919. Mr. Loftus died October 10, 1921. 
 Mrs. Loftus lost the best there was for her on earth in the death of her daughter and 
husband. Ill health wore her down, and her last days were ones of suffering, borne with patient 
fortitude and alleviated by the presence of her friends and neighbors in every act and deed that 
their love could suggest. She died on Thursday, September 20, 1923, and was buried in the De 
Smet cemetery, the funeral being conducted from her home, officiated by the Reverend 
Siegfried of Yankton. 
 Besides the friends and relatives living at De Smet, there were present her sister, Maud, 
and husband, Rev. and Mrs. W.L. Dibble of Mason City, Iowa; her brother and wife, Mr. and 
Mrs. A.H. Cornwell, of Watertown; her sister-in-law, Mrs. Elva Cornwell, of Kenyon, Minn.; 
her cousin, Ella Cornwell, of Pine Island, Minn.; her cousin, Frank Cornwell, and daughter, 
Edith, of Rochester, Minn.; Mrs. C.S. Whiting of Pierre; Mrs. R.E. Baldwin of Howard; Mrs. 
F.W. Waring of Yankton; Mrs. V.S.L. Owen of Minneapolis, and other friends. 
 In the death of Mrs. Loftus, De Smet loses one of its earliest settlers and the community 
one of its most earnest and helpful workers. She was deeply interested in the advancement of 
all good things—was a communicant of the Congregational church and a supporter of the 
Episcopalian church. 

 
 
  

Kate C.  /  1857 - 1923 
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HELEN MAUD “TOSSIE” (LOFTUS) 

FRITZEL 
Block 30, Lot 3  De Smet Cemetery 
November 1, 1885 – January 9, 1919; died at age 33. 
 
Daughter of Daniel H. Loftus (1853-1921) and Kate 
(Cornwell) Loftus (1857-1923). 
Wife of Carl Clayton Fritzel; married September 11, 1918. 
 
 

Helen Maud Loftus was born November 1, 1885. 
An announcement in the newspaper read: 
 

November 21, 1885. The De Smet LEADER.  
A daughter has arrived at the home of D.H. Loftus 

 
Tossie Loftus was a primary school student in the De Smet school, a classmate of Rose Wilder: 

 
May 4, 1894. Kingsbury County INDEPENDENT.   

The De Smet Public Schools report for the month ending April 27, 1894. Primary 
students:  Ray Jewell, Allie Gleason, Willie Lattin, Charlie Greenman, May Hanson, Bertha 
Clark, Josie Bush, Ruthie Davies, Madge Cornwell (cousin of Tossie Loftus), Martha Wilmarth 
(daughter of George Wilmarth), Bertie Wright, Ethel Keating, Charlie Gipson, Rose Wilder, 
George Willard, Claude Fuller (son of C.S.G. Fuller), Mabel Eckersley, May Wright, Tossie 
Loftus, Dale Van Hook, Alice Greenman, Harry Wilmarth (son of George Wilmarth), Carrie 
Drake.   Signed, James A. Farrell, Principal.    

 
Helen graduated from High School in 1904 with Madge Cornwell, Mary Bowes. Laura Bouchie (daughter 
of Joseph Bouchie), Ethel Keating, Raymond Perry (son of Delos Perry), Merle Sasse (son of Lewis 
Sasse) and Fred Logsdon. The class motto was Per Aspera Ad Astra (“Through difficulty to the stars”). 
Tossie immediately attended Teachers’ Institute, along with Daisy Wheat, Laura Bouchie, and Etta 
Sheets. She taught the fall term in the Hetland school. 
 Cousins Helen Loftus and Madge Cornwell gave a party in 1904 that was written up in the local 
paper: 
 

November 25, 1904. Kingsbury County INDEPENDENT. 
The greatest social event among the young people of our city this year was that of 

Wednesday evening given by Misses Tossie Loftus and Madge Cornwall. At first they 
contemplated a house party but found the invitation list had attained such proportions that it 
was necessary to make other arrangements. The ladies engaged the opera house and the De 
Smet orchestra and made it a dancing party. At 12 o’clock the guests fifty-two in number were 
asked to adjourn to the old J.E. Smith drug building where the hostesses had prepared an 
elegant repast for the occasion. One of the guests attempted to give us the menu but, after 
naming enough articles for two banquets, he wound up saying “Gee whiz, it was swell.” There 
were oysters, pressed chicken, sandwiches, cakes, salads, and all the usual dainties that go to 

Kate and Tossie Loftus 
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make up a fine spread. But what appeals to us as being the best of all was that this fine spread 
was prepared by the young ladies themselves. The tables were decorated with cut flowers. 
After the supper dancing was resumed until 2:30 when the company dispersed. We have heard 
many words of praise for the young ladies as entertainers. 

 
 In 1905, she attended the inauguration and grand ball when Theodore Roosevelt was sworn in for 
his second term as President. After her return, she seems to have helped her father in the Loftus Store, 
accompanying her father on buying trips to Chicago. 

September 11, 1918, Helen Loftus married Carl Clayton Fritzel, an attorney in Kingsbury 
County. Carl was born September 8, 1883, to Rose (Knoll) Fritzel and Jacob W. Fritzel, in Grundy 
County, Iowa. He came to Dakota in 1908. They left for Chicago after the wedding, to visit Chicago for a 
few days, then spend the holiday with Carl’s mother in Iowa. 

 
September 20, 1918. The De Smet NEWS. 

Mr. Carl C. Fritzel and Miss Helen Loftus were married in Huron on the 11th inst., the 
Episcopal rector performing the ceremony. Mr. Fritzel is a rising young lawyer of this city, 
and the bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D. H. Loftus, pioneer residents of De Smet, and 
her whole life has been spent here. A host of friends wish for this happy couple the very best of 
life’s joys. For the present they will reside at the Loftus home.   

 
They returned from Iowa in early January 1919, reporting that all trains were crowded with returning 
soldiers. “From Chicago to Iowa, men were obliged to stand all night, in coaches, and to secure sleeping 
accommodations was out of the question.” Helen got sick on the trip, and died shortly after their return to 
De Smet. 

 
January 10, 1918. The De Smet News.     

The death at about noon yesterday of Mrs. C.C. 
Fritzel, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D.H. Loftus, came as 
a shock to the community in which she was born and 
grew to womanhood. She was a bride of four months, 
and had everything to live for. The cause of death was 
grip and complications following. While on an eastern 
trip she took a cold that developed into a condition that 
could not be handled. The funeral will be held from the 
Loftus home Saturday afternoon at two o’clock, 
conducted by Rev. Paul Roberts of the Episcopal 
church.    
 
January 17, 1919. The De Smet News.   

Obituary. Helen Maud Loftus was born in De Smet November 18, 1885, the only 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D.H. Loftus.  Her whole life was spent here.  After her graduation 
from the high school she remained with her parents and assisted in the home and in the store 
and was the constant companion of her parents. September 11 last she was united in marriage 
with Mr. Carl C. Fritzel, a member of the De Smet bar, and they were soon to move into a 
home of their own for which furniture had been bought. About the middle of December Mr. 
and Mrs. Fritzel went to Chicago and from there to Iowa to spend the holidays with relatives. 
While on this trip Mrs. Fritzel took a severe cold and after reaching home this developed into 

Helen L.  /  1885 - 1919 
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grip and complications followed that resulted in her death about noon of January 9. - Funeral 
services were held from the home Saturday afternoon conducted by the Rev. Paul Roberts, 
pastor of the Episcopal church, and interment was in the De Smet cemetery. - In the death of 
Mrs. Fritzel De Smet loses one of our noblest and most popular young women. It is hard to 
realize that Tossie Loftus, as she was familiarly known for miles around; is dead.  her sunny 
disposition and pleasant smile endeared her to every patron of the store and all with whom she 
came in contact, and she will be missed as few would be. The sorrowing husband and parents 
have the deepest sympathy of their many friends in their irreparable loss. 

 
 After Helen’s death, Carl Fritzel sold the house he had purchased for them on Second Street in De 
Smet, and he lived in Iroquois. In July 1921, Carl married Alice Etta Douglas. The couple had three 
children: Shirley Arlene (1922-2008), Lloyd Eugene (1926-1984), and Dale C. (1924-1991). 
 In 1926, Carl Fritzel noticed one of the bound newspaper volumes (1883) sitting on a counter in 
the newspaper office. He suggested to Mr. Sherwood that the archived newspapers belonged in a vault for 
the valuable town history they contained. Carl’s brother, Henry Otto Fritzel, was the local farmer who 
bought and demolished the Baptist Church in 1916, using the lumber from the church to build a granary 
on his farm adjoining De Smet. The zinc baptismal tank was used for horse watering into the 1960s. The 
church was built in 1884, the contractors being Wilkin & Sasse. The contract price was $1,650, aside 
from the furniture. It was dedicated September 14, 1884, the first pastor being G.N. Annes. Owing to the 
removals from the community of many Baptist families the church was disbanded and the property was 
purchased by Mrs. H.M. Shearer. Later the school board acquired the lots and Mr. Fritzel the building.  
 

 
 The above photo was taken in 1915. Harold Fritzel (age 8) was leading the sheep on their way to the stockyards. 
His grandfather, Herman Utech, is in the cutter. Vance Crane has the fancy team. H.O. Fritzel is beside the rack and 
Wendell Fritzel is in front of the cutter. Art Breeden is beside the dog. The elder Fritzel once shipped a train of 22 
double-decker cars filled with sheep. 
 
 
Carl (died Feb. 26, 1947) and Etta Fritzel and their sons are also buried in the Loftus/Fritzel lot. 
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