
letters from ELIZA JANE WILDER’S homestead file 
 

file ordered from NARA; letters deciphered and transcribed by NANCY CLEAVELAND, 1999 

 

 

Hon. Land Commissioner 

Department of the Interior, Washington D. C. 

 

Hon. Sirs- 

 In reply to your request for sworn proof as to good faith in the matter of homesteading entry 
Sec. 28, Township 111, Range 56, I beg leave to submit the following. 

 In April 1879 I went to Dakota under an engagement to teach one year in the public school of 
Valley Springs. In August 1879, I went to Yankton and filed homestead papers on NW ¼ Sec. 28, 
Township 111, Range 56. Also made T. C. entry. Returned to Valley Springs for the fall term of school. 
Hired a man to build me a house on my land which he did using sod for the walls, hay for the shingles, 
boards for door and window frame. Had a glass window, 4 lights, chimney built of sod. 

 In November 1879 I went there and spent the vacation taking with me a small stove cost $5.00, 
chair, clothing, food, etc. Made the journey in a lumber wagon, sleeping in the wagon while en route. 

 At the close of the vacation I returned to Valley Springs leaving my stove as proof of honest 
intentions and to show to anyone looking for land that that claim was mine. And indeed I regarded it as 
my home and looked forward eagerly to the time when I should be at liberty to return. 

 In April 1880 I returned home, found the house very damp but better than I feared. One night a 
few days after my return a storm came which filled my house with snow on a level six inches above my 
bed. I had been awake all night protecting my face from snow. 

 I tried to get board at the “hotel” until such time as I could secure for myself a more 
comfortable home of my own. But found them little better than myself. Snow covered every floor and 
bed in the house besides they had no room. 

 I shoveled out the snow, lived mostly out of doors, hired land broken paid either $3.00 or $3.50 
per acre. 

 Planted potatoes and corn myself. Made a garden and worked as best I could. One night about 
this time a severe wind and rain storm came. The wind took one half the roof from my house. Twas dark 
as could be about midnight. I was over a mile from any human being with only my dog for company. But 
I was thankful the half of the rood over my bed was left me. In the morning I found I had faired even 
better than some of my neighbors. 

 In June the cars came. I then obtained lumber, built a small house. In September a frost came 
which destroyed my corn and buckwheat leaving me only a few potatoes as a result of the summer toil. 

 My mother came to visit me. She urged me to take advantage of the June 15 act. I declined. I 
had taken this land in hopes of making for myself a home. I wanted to live there and improve it. 

 In October a blizzard came and for three days one could not see an object ten feet from us. The 
R. R. were blocked for ten days. Snow in the cuts being packed like ice. After the storm ceased I went to 
town for flour and coal. 

 Our merchants had none. A carload of flour should have been there in a few hours when 
blockaded. 
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 My mother took me home with her for the winter. But I left everything except my wardrobe in 
Dakota not expecting to be gone more than two or three months. But storm followed storm. After the 
middle of December I think no train reached De Smet until May. 

 Many families were reported frozen to death and others lived wholly on turnips, some on wheat 
ground in a coffee mill. Supplies of all kinds were exhausted when the blockade opened. I started as 
soon as telegraph brought word the line was opened and I think reached there on the 1st although  ---- 
that carried passengers frozen where I lived into the territory. 

 I took with me my sister’s little girl about 6 years old, having supported her ever since until my 
own health failed. I worked diligently on my land and in the house. Any where work was needed. Had 
more land broken, sowed flax on the new breaking. Obtained copying with the Co. Clerk’s office. And 
was just as busy as a woman could be indeed doing a full days work at home, walking uptown and doing   
6 hours copying every day. When a message came asking me to come to Valley Springs Mrs. Jackson a 
very dear friend of mine had been thrown from a buggy and so seriously injured that it was feared she 
could not live. 

 I thought I could not go. But I had promised her at any time she needed me if living I would 
come to her. 

 I took a few things in a satchel and left expecting to return in a few weeks. She lingered in a low 
nervous condition for months and could not endure the thought of my leaving her so I stayed from week 
to week until February 1882. Then I returned home. During my absence I had hired the work harvesting, 
threshing, plowing done. And if I remember it cost me $4.50 more than the grain sold for to harvest and 
market the grain and me have the seed for another crop. 

 My cow, hens, dog, cat all were left with a neighbor who took care of them for the milk and 
eggs. My household goods were not stolen and were left in my house. It was now February 1882 nearly 
three years from date of entry and my claim had been so far very expensive.  Had no help ----- skill large. 
I thought I saw the course of failure and would do better. I had now been in D.T. all of the time except 
the winter of the blockade since April 1879 and the climate hardships and expenses were affecting my 
health but I refused to believe I would not soon be better. And worked that summer with increased zeal.  

 In August, Pres. Of school board came to me and asked me to take the school. Said many of the 
families requested him to secure my services if possible. I knew my strength was failing and feared but 
finally accepted the position for one term contract – open for the year if I wished. I could be home 
nights and mornings. 

 School, home, and farm work together with exposure to the harsh cold winds tolled rapidly 
upon a system that had had no rest from toil often beyond its strength for nearly two years either in the 
sick room or on the farm. I closed school two days before the expiration of the term worn out. 

  The fear engendered by the winters of 1880 and 1881 was in the very air one breathed. I was 
not protected from the cold winter for I had spent money on improving the land to the neglect of house 
and personal comfort. Hence this cause of absence from claim from fall of 1882 til spring of 1883 in 
friends were urging me to visit them. I know I needed rest and change. I went to Minn about the 1st of 
December 1882, twas a flat Thanksgiving spent the winter visiting friends out of --- offered for earning 
anything with my needle or any way improved it. And every cent I could get I used for the improvement 
of my house. --- of 1883 my health had greatly improved that I was not well. Ambition and resolution (?) 
were good. And I worked. Hired more land broken cut the seed and planted 5 acres of potatoes and 4 of 
corn. The seed on the timber claim planted the year before did not grow so I had to have 2500 trees of 
cuttings set that spring. Could get no one to do it nor cut --- it would be too late so I did it my self. Put in 
my garden 200 or more raspberry and 100 currants 25 grape vines --- I had apple, plum, and cherry trees 
in my garden as well as shade trees +c. What had been planted from time to time since the first tree was 
set in Nov 1879. My home was growing in beauty and desirability. This year I spent $100 in 
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improvements on my house. Twas a year of hard work and very few of the young men of our eastern 
states would or could have done the work I did that year or endured the hardships and exposure to 
intense heat in summer and cold in winter. I worked out of doors 5 hours the 3rd day of Jan 1884 when 
mercury was frozen and spirit therm. indicated 45 below zero a strong wind blowing and sleet falling 
that and like a knife. I remember the day for it was my birthday and well I think I was blue or 
discouraged. Spring of 1884 I set nearly $20.00 worth of fruit trees, apples, plumbs, ec that I bought of a 
New York nursery. The winter had killed my grapes and strawberries altho well covered. Many of the 
currants and raspberries were dead. My means were well nigh exhausted but I had a pleasant home. 
House double boarded two thicknesses of tar paper between siding, painted white. Virginia creepers 
over the windows an oil stove also a coal cookstove and a heater for the dining room. Every room except 
the kitchen carpeted, and that painted, woodwork painted, walls nicely papered, some very good 
pictures on the walls. One an oil painting I made myself was very much admired. Dish cupboard. Book 
shelves and some 50 or 60 books varying in price from .10 dollars per vol. Side table, two couches, 
chairs, lace curtains at the windows and was indeed cosy and nice. An arbor just west of the house 
covered with a wild grape vine. A henhouse and yard at back. A beautiful flower garden in front with 
roses for some of which I paid $1.50. Pansies, phlox, ec. Twas slow work as the extreme cold in winter 
killed so many things but the shade trees were growing and would soon protect the fruit. The severe 
winter had f--- of my sister. She returned to my --- in spring, leaving the children with me. In May or 
early June I could set no out to hoe on my tree claim. I shouldered my hoe and walked two miles, did a 
days work, took a cold lunch for dinner, returned at night for many days, until I sprained my ankle and 
had to stop. In Aug, I was caught in a storm of wind, rain and hail so severe the Catholic Church was 
crushed, the town hall and the building moved from their foundation. Gardens were destroyed, small 
grain badly injured. My hand and arm were bruised where the hail struck them. I faced this storm ½ mile 
reached home to find my house standing but every carpet almost everything wet as water could make it. 
I took a severe cold which no medicine I could find seemed to affect. I was sick and discouraged but did 
not think of leaving. Altho twas more than five years since filing. Twas the fall of 1885 my sister wrote 
me she could not endure another winter in Dakota and wanted me to bring her the children. I was so 
hoarse I could scarcely speak the Dr. did me no good. I was coughing constantly day and night. The 
lawyer told me it was not necessary to make final proof now. I could do what I pleased about making 
such proof only that it must be made within seven years of date of entry. That I had now lived there five 
years complied with law as faithfully as any mortal could. Having also livestock constantly since the 
spring of 1880 and The Dakota winds I had braved no longer becoming a terror to me. Living alone so 
much was bad for me. In June I made application for final proof. Advertised and made final proof August 
1, 1885. I soon found it necessary to return to my mother. I only took some of my clothing in my trunk 
expecting soon to return. Left everything from cooking utensils to books and pictures, pork in the cellar, 
flour, sugar, tea, coffee, canned goods. Everything, fully expecting to return. But the exposure and 
hardships had --- this work well and I found I must pay the full penalty of --- I grew worse instead of 
better. The returned from my crop after paying expenses of cultivation were $6.50 towards replacing 
the $30 or more expended in the spring. 

 

1886. I have not spent anything in improvements. Have kept up the work on the tree claim. Having 
found someone willing to cultivate it --- except for the hay standing on 148 acres as pay for his labor. 
Land on homestead some 50 acres of were sewed to wheat of which I am to receive ½, Tennant has not 
sent in his report but the wet spring just about ruined every thing I do not think it was ever cut. A notice 
from our Co. Treasurer informs me to have $2.50 taxes to pay. In Aug 1886 I came to Virginia my Dr. 
feared the result but it seemed the only hope. Pulse was but 52, nervous and physical system at a low 
ebb. Twas weeks before I began to gain but this climate is helping me. I think if I remain I shall regain my 
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usual health. The Ds assures me I return to Dakota at the peril of my life. As yet I have not established a 
residence anywhere else. And today unless some one has broken in and taken them my household 
goods are in my house, food and fuel ready for me. All that I have earned in years of toil is in those two 
claims. They are my only means of support except as I depend not upon the charity of friends. I have 
ruined my health making improvements thereon never having been absent six consecutive months at 
any time except during the winter of the Blockade. And that all such absences had been caused by the 
need of earning money for self support and the improvement of my land, or the sickness of myself or 
friends I had never taken my personal property from the township. My stove, household good of every 
kind had always been in my house even part of my wearing apparel. These facts be known his claim joins 
my own. If you choose to send this paper to him he will corroborate the statements herein contained.  

 He assured me there was no chance for any one to jump my claim or make me trouble by 
contest. Five years residence being all the law required. I took such things as I feared to leave. Silver 
forks, spoons, ec. in my trunk with my clothing and left carpets – every thing for housekeeping just as I 
used it. 

 Took the children and in Oct went to my fathers. I soon began to gain and as soon as I felt sure I 
would recover I knew I must have more money for springs work in Dakota. 

 And so canvassed for a book a while. Took care of a lady who was sick for a while in Feb. Five 
days watching might and day ended my usefulness strong (?) and placed me on a bed of illness. 

 As soon as the Dr. would permit, before he was willing I should go I was again enroute for D.T. 
Reached there in May 1885 out all the money I had about $30 or $40 into breaking ec. Hired all my 
outside work done even to weeding my flower garden. 

My friends were glad to see me. Scarcely a day passed but some one took dinner or tea with me. Nights I 
was alone. I had thought I was fearless. But I was weak and ill. Courage ambition energy had all 
departed, weak and exhausted leaving one so tired life was a burden. 

 If our Hon. Land Com could be persuaded to spend six weeks alone in winter in one of those 
Dakota houses with no living  being to speak to except his dog or perhaps his horses no earthly 
employment except to cook his food keep fire and feed his team, knowing that not many miles away 
there was plenty of work, good pay, and comfortable home he would understand why so many are away 
from home during winter who are by no means summer visitors. My experience is that of thousands tho 
many have endured times what I did and then been compelled to mortgage to obtain the common 
necessities of life.  The exorbitant rate of interest soon leaves them homeless.  

 There are bad men and speculators in D.T. Some of them have by fraud obtained thousands of 
acres but they are not the ones who go on year after year wearing their life away in a desperate 
endeavor to obtain a home. 

 The first years on one of those claims on the frontier tries the metal of man or woman as no one 
never having the experience can conceive even tho the winter time is spent visiting friends in a more 
congenial climate. Or perchance seeking the opportunity of earning money for more extended 
improvements during summer. the only time when work can be done in that climate on a farm. 

 I have spent three or four winters in Dakota and it is not an unusual thing for mercury to be 
frozen. Spirit therm. sometimes indicating 45 degrees below 0 and from that down to 55 degrees below 
0.  

 The farmer be he man or woman can do nothing in such weather. And if not held by family ties 
had much better go away and earn money for the more rapid development of the soil. 

 There are many easier ways for a dishonest man to obtain title to public lands than by becoming 
a summer homesteader through any no. of years. 
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 Would it not have been easier for me to have taken advantage of the June 15 Act as a matter of 
speculation and sold out when the great Dakota boom sent property to fictitious prices. Than to have 
spent three or four times that much in improvements beside my own time labor and endurance of the 
necessary hardships. And I --- . I am one of fortunate forward ones. Others tell me of hardships endured 
privations patiently borne beside which mine sink into insignificance. 

 I have thus fully laid the matter before you hoping thereby to give you an idea of this life of one 
who goes out first on the frontier and prepares the way for his more fortunate fellow citizens who 
comes a few years later and for a few hundred dollars buys the improved land, house ec. Which in many 
instances has cost the life and in hundreds of others the health of the one making original entry. 

 And safe from the hardship and exposure of the early settler goes forward building up a town 
and state of which America may well be proud, even though they lack the spirit of heroism necessary in 
an advance movement. Had it been possible for me to live in that climate I should have been there 
today instead of standing before you pleading as an act of justice and humanity to grant one a patent to 
the land so doubly earned. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

Eliza J. Wilder 
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J. F. Chaffre, D. D. 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 

Dear Friend, I fear you will think I never write you unless for favors of when in trouble. The truth is I 
know you are very busy and fear my letters are always an intrusion. 

 Tho your unvarying kindness and friendship does not warrant this fear. 

 There are few men in whom I have so great a degree of confidence as yourself. Therefore when 
in need of advice or counsel I instinctively turn to you, even when I do not trouble you with this “story of 
my woe.” At present I have a long and doleful take which I will abridge as much as possible for your 
sake. Please be patient and then render all the assistance in your power. 

 Much of the following history is already known to you through past associations and 
correspondence but I repeat that I may put the facts in proper order before you and show more clearly 
the justice of my position. 

 In Apr. 1879 I went to Valley Springs D. T. under an engagement to teach a year. In Aug 1879 I 
made homestead filing at Yankton on Gov land in Kingsbury Co near what afterwards proved to be the 
townsite of De Smet. Hd NW ¼ Sec 28 T 111 R 56. 

 I had a shanty made of sod with a door a window of glass four lights a roof of hay supported by 
timber which was taken there by a team a distance of about 150 miles. Then I went from Valley Springs 
in Nov in a wagon 150 miles to take possession. Spent my vacation there leaving part of my clothing to 
indicate to anyone who chanced to pass that way that I would return in spring. And went back that 
tedious overland journey to finish my engagement with the school. 

 In Apr 1880 I again went to my homestead and lived in my little sod shanty until sometime in 
June before we could get lumber to build. 

 A snowstorm one night I think about the middle of April covered my bed, indeed filled the room 
where I was sleeping level six inches above my bed with snow and only keeping awake and pushing the 
snow from my face through the night prevented serious suffering. And that was but one of the many 
inconveniences I should have said hardships and experiences of that early time. 

 But I struggled on bravely and manfully hired the land broken, dropped corn, planted potatoes 
with my own hands and worked and digged as I had never thought possible for me to do. But I was 
making for myself a home. Early in Sept a frost came that killed the corn, opened the buckwheat pods so 
that a wind the next day threshed it where it stood then I lost everything but had potatoes to eat and 
hay to burn so did not despair. 

 In Oct a “Blizzard” came that indicated much suffering in a poorly built (for I did much of the 
work of building with my own hand from laying of floor to putting on of shingles and had never been 
known before to drive a nail so it would hold) frame house out on the prairie through winter with hay 
for fuel. 

 I therefore complied the urgent request of my mother and went to my Father’s in Minn. 

 That winter you will remember many were reported frozen to death in their houses and the RRs 
were blockaded for months. 

 In May 1881 I returned to my homestead and again took up the how and other farming tools 
determined to do or die. Obtained copy work in the Co. Clerks office during summer.  Indeed did 
everything I could to make a success of my enterprise and every dollar I had or could earn I spent 
improving my land. In Aug I received a dispatch from Mr. Jackson, an old friend with whom I boarded 
while in Valley Springs, saying his wife was thrown from a carriage and seriously if not fatally injured. 
She wished me to come to her and I went taking with me only a satchel and expecting to be gone a few 
months at most. Altho she recovered twas a slow process and she could not endure the thought of my 
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leaving her so I remained until Feb 1882 would have stayed longer had I not feared some land fiend 
would pretend to think I had abandoned my home. I had no thought of fear of the Government. 

 Fortunately for me Feb was a mild month and springs work began in March so I did not suffer 
although the house was still very poor. 

In Aug 1882 the director of the school board in De Smet came to me urging me to take the town school 
as no good teacher could be found to live at home and walk to the school. In September my sister came 
and brought baby, other friends came at the same time. 

 And I found I could not entertain guests, teach school, and attend to household duties together 
with a walk of three miles per day. I therefore rented rooms in town for a time. But at the close of the 
school term I found my health so poor that I dared not renew the engagement for the remainder of the 
year. And returned to my own home after Thanksgiving. The house being very cold my sister and myself 
decided it would be very uncomfortable for the children and my own health rapidly failing we concluded 
to accept an invitation from my sister in Marshall and spent the winter there. My parents were also very 
anxious to see me and writing me to come home if only for a few weeks. Bro and Sis Miles had also been 
urging me to visit them and she wrote so earnestly at that time even offering to buy my ticket there and 
return. I accepted the invitation reached them early in Jan 1883. Was snow bound and remained six or 
eight weeks. Did not reach my fathers until sometime in Feb or March. 

 Returned to my own home or homestead end of April. And once more cut the seed and planted 
five acres of potatoes, planted five acres of corn. The wheat land was rented I to receive 1/3 the crop. 

 Ange and I set out thousands of trees I forget how many but the required No. on five acres and 
indeed put in a summer of good hard work. 

 I sold my cow and used the money in improving my house which now for the 1st time could 
boast of a sitting room. The small grain sold for $40. 

 I could hire no one to dig the potatoes or plow them out until it was so late many of them were 
frozen. A serious loss but I was compelled to wait until help could be obtained for my own strength was 
not equal to the task. 

In Nov 1883 fall work being done all bills paid I found myself without fuel with but a scanty supply of 
food and $30 cash to face a long cold winter. I made an engagement with Wm Hamilton + Co for 
canvassing for a book on the line of the C+NW RR (that I might not be long from home at any time. 
There being much there requiring attention) bought a 1000 mile ticket and started with but $5 in my 
pocket to pay expensed until the books were delivered. In one month I had cleared $100.00. Then I went 
home until after New Years. Started again I think Jan 2 1884 but the cold was intense. I remember 
working five hours in Huron one day when mercury was frozen and spirit therm indicated 40 below zero. 

 I was on my homestead much of the winter still earned quite a bit which enabled me in spring to 
add still more to the comfort and convenience of my house, get more land broken, ec. 

 That summer my sister returned to my fathers leaving both the children with me. 

I found my strength which had been failing each year from overwork and exposure perceptibly less. 
There were many days when I could not work. Yet when things were suffering and I could not hire I 
pitched in myself for I would not be defeated. I remember walking two miles and putting in a food full 
days hoeing trees (because I could hire no one) and returning home at night and weary not for one day 
only bur for many weeks. I injured my ankle and had to lie by for a time. 

 Then I pulled mustard from 20 acres of wheat + 10 of lax. And did many other things for the 
improvement of my place with my own hands beside hiring all I could. 

 Set shade trees every year also strawberries currants, raspberries, apples, cherries, plumbs, 
grapes ec.  
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 I do not know hoe many but the spring of 1882 I set $17.00 worth that I bought of a N.Y. 
nursery, fine grapes, apples, cherrys, plumb trees. 

 Had a fair flower garden- roses verbena ,phlox, pansy and other flowers. My house was painted 
white: green vines, Virginia creeper growing over the windows an arbor covered with grape vines. A hen 
house with yard and began to think my hope of a home would soon be realized.  

 During all this time the crops when not entirely destroyed had never half paid the expense. 
Sometime in Aug. 1884 I was caught half a mile from home on the prairie in one of those sudden storms 
of a cyclone nature. 

 Not severe tho several houses were sacked, moved from foundations or overthrown, the most 
disastrous being the Catholic church which was crushed. My arms were black and blue from being 
pelted with hail. Tho, fortunately the hail storms were not large as hens eggs as they sometimes are. 
Grain was badly injured. Gardens destroyed ec. 

 I was thoroughly drenched and chilled took a severe cold and for week was scarcely able to be 
about. I think you will remember the lameness under which I was suffering when I met you in Greenville 
(?) and which was caused by that exposure. 

 I had already lived on my homestead five years as required by law except for such absences as I 
have herein stated. And in Oct. my sister wrote me she could not return for the winter her health not 
being equal to the rigor and exposure of this climate. She desired me to bring the children to her. I did as 
she requested not caring to take a school or remain idle during this winter. I renewed my engagement 
with Wm Hamilton and Co And canvassed during the fall. Altho my health was not good and friends wer 
urging me to visit them I felt that I must earn all I could for improving my home getting the land under 
cultivation ec. The exposure of outdoor work in winter was too great however. And you will remember I 
was about as accepting a position in Minneapolis at this time I met you at Bro M’s in Glen. Soon after 
Mr. Gaily (have I the name right) wrote me he had changed his plans and would go into business in Phil. 
with a friend. 

 About the same time other work was offered me. I was employed at a fair salary ($4 per week as 
nurse for an old lady. Had a very pleasant homelike place but my people were not pleased at my 
accepting it. I felt however that I must earn all I could to pay expensed and improve my homestead. 

 In spring, my sister deciding not to return to Dakota, I went back alone. Reached De Smet in 
May. In June 1885 advertised to make final proof. Final proof papers were made out Aug first. 

 The proof was satisfactory and receipt for patent given. I then supposed the land my own and 
fully paid for. 

 Indeed from the moment of filing Aug 1879 I had thought my homestead my home and treated 
it as I would had I bought and paid for it living there every moment when not compelled to be absent on 
account of health or to earn money for improvements. In the spring of 1885 I put $50 on improvements, 
breaking ec hoping the crop in fall would replace it. After the harvesting and threshing bills were paid 
there remained for me but $6.50. 

 Pray when would this money for improvements have been had I not earned it away from my 
homestead. As my heath continued to fail and sick spells were more and more frequent my friends 
urged me to try a change in climate. 

 And in Feb 1886 perhaps sooner I am not certain when I wrote to Judge Barnes of De Smet to 
sell my land if he could, supposing I had a right to do as I pleased with my own. I offered it for sale with a 
great deal of reluctance and only because of the most persistent urging of friends combined with the 
assurance of our gamily M.D. that I ought not to think of living there longer. 
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 I was and still am very much attached to my Dakota home. I have spent there on all the savings 
of the preceding years of teaching beside enduring a great deal of hardship and suffering aside from the 
large expenditure of health and strength in making what it is. 

From the time I first went there until the present hour I have never taken away books, carpets, beds, 
stove, furniture or any more of my wearing apparel than absolutely needed. For my homestead is my 
home my only home and there I was as ------- thing needed to make home pleasant and attractive as 
rapidly as possible. 

 I valued the place so highly that no one was found to purchase and in Aug 1886 I borrowed 
money and came to Virginia to spend a year hoping to regain health. Scarcely had I reached here when a 
paper came notifying me that the land Comm required affidavit with corroboration proof giving exact 
date of each time of leaving and returning to my homestead with cause and duration of each absence. 

 The date of leaving and returning was given at final proof as definitely as they are given above. 
But I could not give exact date for I kept no diary. The causes are given not just above but in substance. 
And I know this requirement for some exact statement foretells danger. 

 Indeed I have little hope of securing my patent unless sufficient influence can be found to obtain 
for me a favorable hearing of the case. 

 I am trying to obtain such influence through such political friends I possess and would like the 
help of our Minnesota senator. 

 Knowing how extensive your acquaintance is and that you have strong friends everywhere I 
have written you this short history of my life, leaving out as much as possible of the details that it might 
not become wearisome reading, with the hope of your being able to secure for me such help as is 
needed to properly lay my case before the Hon Land Comm or Sect. Lamar. Knowing or believing if the 
facts more properly ---- ---- knowledge there would unhesitantly ----- the patent. 

 Please ans at once if possible for you to render me such assistance or not. That I may know by 
return mail what hope there is from your hands. 

 

Your true but anxious Friend 

Eliza J. Wilder 

Bon Air Va. 

 

PS 

If you could secure from ----- influence of Pat Kelly ---- Dolan or some prominent Dem  I think it would 
help me to a favorable ans. 

 

EJ 
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